Pierce County Fire Chiefs Association


Meeting Minutes

May 7, 2009
Call to Order

President Reggie Romines called the Pierce County Fire Chiefs Association meeting to order at 11:30 a.m. at Central Pierce Fire & Rescue, Station 61 located at 100 South 114th Street, Tacoma, WA.  The following were present:

Greg Miller, McNeil Island FD

Jeff Jensen, Tacoma FD

Ken Sharp, PCFD #2


Karl Roth, PCFD #2




Mitch Sagers, PCFD #3


Dave Dupille, PCFD #3

Lloyd Christianson, PCFD #3

Bill Jarmon, PCFD #5

Jack Andren, PCFD #6


Doug Willis, PCFD #6


Keith Wright, PCFD #6


Judy Murphy, PCFD #6
Matt Holm PCFD #6



Andy McAfee, PCFD #14

Reggie Romines, PCFD #21

Gary Franz, PCFD #21

Kathy Hale, PCFD #21


Jerry Thorson, PCFD #22


John McDonald, PCFD #22

Wayne Wiehnholz, PCFPB


Chuck Frame, DNR



Jim Jaques, Milton FD

Denise Menge, Recorder
Flag Salute
Jack Andren led the flag salute and welcomed everyone to CPFR.
Approval of Minutes

It was moved and seconded to approve the April 2, 2009 minutes.  MOTION CARRIED.
Treasurer’s Report

Kathy Hale reported the balance of the account is $9,159.46 as of April 30, 2009.
Correspondence

None to report
Guest Speaker
David Travis stated he is an employee for CPFR, however; he is not here as such.  Instead he is here on behalf of 4Qtrs LLC which is a technology company based out of Yakima that he is a partner of.  He gave a presentation on DOCS – Department Operations Collaboration Systems.  This allows for your members or employees to go to one location to find all the information, etc.  See attached handout distributed.  They have been working with the City of Renton which has gone live with this about two (2) months ago.  They have the ability to map and graph RMS data and give a dashboard look of the information utilizing current, live data.  The software is adapted to how the department operates.  They can host the site or it can be hosted at the agency and their own I/T personnel can manage it.  They are a resource to help answer questions, etc.  They will also be at the State Chiefs conference.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Program/Speaker Committee

Nothing at this time.
Audit Committee - DORMANT
Andy McAffee had no report. 
Banquet/Awards Committee

Matt Holm reported the Banquet will be held on December 3rd this year.
Tri-County

Jeff Jensen reported they met a couple of weeks ago.  It was encouraged for all organizations to be more involved in the UWASI process.
DIVISION REPORTS:

EMS

Judy Murphy distributed handouts, see attached.  She gave an update on the flu.  There is a county group working on a plan for a potential pandemic for H1-N1.  It will pretty much go away in the summer and then return in the fall.  The fear is it will mutate and change into a form that’s not been seen before.  The anti-viral is only for sick people and they have to be seen before the treatment is given to them.  Contact her if you have any questions.
The first Advanced Airway class was last Friday.

Training – MetroTraining

President Romines stated he talked to Steve Murphy and with him now being in EMS he is not able to keep up with being the representative to Training.  He will check with both Bryan Pearson and Steve Murphy to see who they recommend to replace him.
OUTSIDE AGENCY REPORTS:

American Red Cross

No representative present.
Department of Emergency Management

Ken Parrish reported on a grant study and analysis which shows that approximately 90% is going to Law Enforcement.  UWASI needs to reorganize its committees.  He or Tom Simons will send out a notice.  There is a potential the State will get up to 10% average above the award amount to be awarded.  

The PCEOC in coordination with TPCHD with regards to H1-N1 will provide assistance with the Health Department PIO’s.
The Quarterly EOC liaison training was this morning.

EMS 

No representative present.

Fire Marshal

Wayne Wienholz reported the open Inspector spot has now been filled.  They are completing more commercial inspections as new construction is winding down.  Two (2) employees are going back to Emmitsburg, MD for the Jr. Firesetter Program training.
State Chiefs/Western Chiefs

Jeff Jensen would like suggestions for the top 10 legislative priorities for 2010.  The conference is coming up and will be held in Spokane.  Discussion followed.  Doug Willis made a motion and Jim Sharp seconded for EMS and Special Elections simple majority be the top legislative priority issue for PCFCA.  MOTION CARRIED.
Jack Andren stated if making a list of priorities, what about all of the new residential construction being sprinklered?  Dave Dupille moved and Lloyd Christianson seconded to have residential sprinklers for all new residential construction be the second priority for legislative issues.  Gary Franz asked the motion be tabled to the end of the meeting.  MOTION TABLED.

PS Clean Air Agency

No report.
PC Fire Commissioners
Bill Jarmon reported their last meeting held at District #16, Attorney Joe Quinn was the guest speaker and he reported on records retention.  He has put a program together that the Chiefs might like to see.  Their next meeting will be on May 21st at CPFR, Station 60 at 1900. 
Dept. of Natural Resources

Chuck Frame reported it is looking like they will be getting to keep their engines.  They are having a time getting crews though.  The recent 40 acre fire, they had to get a 10 person crew from Canada.
Unfinished Business

A.  Pierce County Automatic Aid Agreement – The committee has not met in some time.  Attorney Quinn to come back with a draft document.  President Romines will touch base with Attorney Quinn.
B. Zone Realignment – Jim Jaques reported Zones 6 & 7 combining is still being fine tuned.  They hope to have a draft plan out in the next week or two.
New Business
President Romines reported on priorities for Fire Safe Communities.  Jack Andren, Gary Franz, himself and Rick Coos have been working on a time sensitive development that has come up.  They need firm priorities for the fire service to go with to the stakeholders group.  President Romines turned the floor over to Gary Franz.  Gary distributed a draft recommendations list.  The Task Force is meeting regularly regarding PDD regulations.  We need to move forward as an Association together along with the elected officials so we are all standing on the same principles whether we are alone or together.  Infrastructure can be built with mitigation fees.  Reggie stated the first meeting was last Wednesday and their next meeting is tonight.  Plats are expiring in June and the first issue is what to discuss on the hand out from Gary they should take to the meeting tonight.  Discussion followed.  Gary stated he has prepared a report for the task force and he will forward it to Denise to post on the website.  Andy McAfee made a motion and Dave Dupille seconded the motion to accept the proposal presented on the handout distributed “Pierce County Fire Chiefs Association Priorities for Fire Safe Communities” as recommended to go to the PC Council.  MOTION CARRIED.

President Romines reported there is a meeting tomorrow night with Executive McCarthy to discuss fire transfer times and LESA communications issues.  Andy McAfee stated it would be good if it would tie in how long it takes them to answer the phone call before it is even transferred to fire.

Good of the Order

President Romines reported the June 4th meeting is combined with the Police Chiefs and will be held at the Tacoma Training facility.  Speakers will be Bob Drozynski and Jack Andren to give an update on the Metro Steering Communications work.
Jack Andren made a motion and Gary Franz seconded the motion to remove the motion made earlier in the meeting from being tabled.  MOTION CARRIED.  Discussion followed. 

Jack Andren amended the original motion from having residential sprinklers for all new residential construction be the second priority for legislative issues to Mitigation Fees being the second priority and residential sprinklers for all new residential construction being the third priority for legislative issues.  MOTION CARRIED.

Jeff Jensen reported the documentation for the accreditation process has been completed.  Chief Stephens asked if we’d like to have a presentation on this, they have an approximate fifteen minute powerpoint presentation they could give on this process.

Doug Willis reported the Pierce County Chaplaincy Golf Tournament is coming up in June and have asked if we would sponsor a hole.  The cost is $150.00 per hole.  Also, the BRAVE group, which is a non-profit organization that supports efforts by Paul Embleton in Guatamala is having a fundraiser golf tournament in August and would like us to sponsor a hole at $100.00.  Jeff Jensen made a motion and Gary Franz seconded to sponsor 1 hole for the PC Chaplaincy Golf Tournament at $150.00 per hole and 1 hold for the BRAVE group golf tournament at $100.00 per hole.  MOTOIN CARRIED.
Greg Miller reported McNeil Island FD has a job position announcement for part-time on call Captain to cover leaves, etc.  Contact him for more information.

Adjournment
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 1:25 p.m.

The next Meeting will be a Joint Meeting with the Police Chiefs and will be June 4th at 11:30 at Tacoma Fire Training Center.
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